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Book Challenge Raises Funds  
for Books for Local Kids

Our annual Book Challenge, encouraging volunteers to 
contribute funds toward purchasing books for SMART 
students, was a huge success. Thanks to our amazing 
volunteers, we raised over $1,100, which will help purchase 
nearly 400 books for local SMART students. 

This year, Gearhart Elementary was our local winner. As the 
winning site, volunteers at Gearhart gave away an additional 
book to each student. Congratulations, and thank you to 
everyone who participated! 

Statewide, the Book Challenge raised $90,220, thanks to the 
generosity of hundreds of volunteers and a matching grant 
from the Fred Meyer Fund; this 
translates to 31,600 books for 
kids across Oregon next year!

North Coast Volunteer of the Year
We are thrilled to introduce 
you to North Coast’s 
Volunteer of the Year,  
Liz Johnson. Liz has been 
reading with SMART 
at Seaside Heights 
Elementary (the same 
school she attended as  
a child) for eight years.  
She is dependable, positive, 
and regularly volunteers 
additional time to support 
her fellow volunteers.  
Thank you, Liz!

It’s been another great year of reading together.  
Thank you all for partnering with us to bring the love  
of books to children in our communities.

Shopping SMART

Fred Meyer 
Link your Fred Meyer Rewards Card to SMART! 
Go to the Fred Meyer website and search for us by 
name or 91652. Fred Meyer will make a donation 
to SMART every time you shop and use your card. 

Amazon Smile 
Shop at smile.amazon.com 
and select SMART (listed 
as Oregon Children’s 
Foundation) as your charity 
of choice. We’ll receive 
0.5% of your purchase price 
on eligible products. 

Powell’s 
Thanks to a new partnership with Powell’s Books, 
SMART fans can purchase books for our program 
and have them shipped directly to SMART. 

Visit www.bit.ly/PowellsBookshelf to view a rich 
and diverse collection of children’s books we welcome 
in SMART. 

Thank You, 
Book Giveaway 
Day Sponsors
Every school year, SMART 
hosts 14 Book Giveaway 
Days so that historically 
underserved children can 
experience book ownership 
and build their personal 
libraries. This year, 
two families sponsored 
statewide Book Giveaway 
Days, underwriting the cost 

of over 10,800 books for children participating in SMART. 
Our sincere thanks to Glenn Dahl and Linda Illig, and Mary 
and Tim Boyle for their generous support!

By sponsoring a Book Giveaway Day, you provide 
high-interest, age-appropriate, and culturally relevant 
softbound books for Oregon children to choose, write 
their names in, and call their own. For more information 
about sponsorships, please reach out to Sharon Benson 
at sbenson@getsmartoregon.org or 971-634-1620.

101 SW Market St.
Portland, OR 97201



“The energy of the kids buoys my spirits 
for the rest of the day. I leave each SMART 

session with a huge smile on my face.” 
 – Volunteer

In Their Own Words: 
SMARTies share what they love about books, reading and SMART.

“You get to read lots and lots – piles and stacks 
and castles of books.” 

 – Student

“I like the Elephant & Piggie books because they’re funny 
and they’re kinda short, so I can read a lot of them.” 

 – Student

“By investing in SMART you are investing in the greatest 
resource in the world – the ability to read.” 

 – Donor

“This is a program that makes total sense. 
I love having the community come in and care 
for our students.” 

 – Principal

“I’m going to miss SMART.  Do you know how 
I am going to remember it?  I’m going to look 
at the books that I got all year and remember 
SMART every day!”

 – Student

SMART Volunteer Revisits His Roots

David Smith fi nished fi fth grade at Cummings Elementary in Keizer in 
1974 and never expected that years later, he’d walk the halls of his former 
elementary school as a SMART volunteer. “I walk by the classrooms and it 
brings back memories of my time there,” he says. “I love telling the kids 
I read with in SMART that I learned to read right here, too.” 

David heard about SMART through his employer, First Tech Federal Credit 
Union, where he is a branch manager. “First Tech is very supportive of 
SMART, and of volunteering,” he says. At the end of his second year of 
volunteering, he’s hooked. “What keeps me coming back is connecting with 
the kids and seeing them improve throughout the year.” 

North Coast SMART  
Serves More Kids Than Ever Before
Thanks to outstanding community support, North Coast 
SMART exceeded its goal of serving 126 students  
by more than 50 percent! That’s an amazing feat in and 
of itself, and it also means we served nearly double 
the number of children this year compared to last year. 
We’re grateful to all our friends and supporters in Clatsop 
County for helping us foster a love of reading  
in more local children than ever before! 

Birdies Fore Books  
Raises Funds for Local Programs
Last year’s golf tournament and wine reception was a 
success, raising over $10,000 to support local programs 
and we hope you’ll join us for more fun this year!

Mark your calendars for Birdies Fore Books on Thursday, 
Aug. 9. Held at Gearhart Golf Links, our annual golf 
scramble will be followed by a complimentary wine 
reception at 5 p.m. celebrating another successful  
year of SMART and raising funds to provide books  
and shared reading time to local kids next year.

Many thanks to our sponsors Mary & Tim Boyle, 
Gearhart Golf Links, Lum’s Auto Center, McMenamins, 
Reed & Hertig, RE/MAX River & Sea and Walnut 
City Wineworks. To RSVP, visit smart.ejoinme.
org/18BirdiesForeBooks or call 971-634-1620. 

SMART Readers
We love our SMART Readers! Thank you to the more 
than 50 volunteer Readers in the North Coast Area for 
giving one hour of their time each week to sit down with 
children to have fun with books while building critical 
literacy skills!

Thank You, SMARTies!

Site Coordinators
SMART Site Coordinators supervise reading sessions, work 
behind the scenes to ensure their programs run smoothly 
and act as liaisons for SMART in their school communities. 
Thank you to our 4 incredible Site Coordinators who inspire 
us every day with their dedication and hard work.

Corporate and Foundation Sponsors
Many businesses, foundations, and individuals in the North 
Coast Area provide the funding and volunteer support that 
allow local SMART programs to thrive. Special thanks to 
these businesses and partners for helping SMART bring a 
love of reading to children in Clatsop County:

Jan Matthews
Jeanne Moha

Judith Pearson
Sherri Bean

The winning team at last year’s Birdies Fore Books golf scramble.  

SMART staff and volunteers gather at Seaside Heights Elementary School 
for a check presentation from Pam Ackley of Windermere Realty Trust to 
support SMART programs in Clatsop County. 


