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Hello from SMART  
in the South Central Area!
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books given

2017-2018  
South Central Area   

Impact

Book Challenge Raises Funds  
for Books for Local Kids

Our annual Book Challenge, encouraging volunteers to 
contribute funds toward purchasing books for SMART 
students, was a huge success. Thanks to our amazing 
volunteers, we raised over $1,100, which will help purchase 
more than 375 books for local SMART students. 

This year, Mills Elementary was our local winner, with 47% 
of volunteers participating in the Book Challenge. As the 
winning site, volunteers at Mills gave away an additional 
book to each student. Congratulations, and thank you to 
everyone who participated! 

Statewide, the Book Challenge raised $90,220, thanks to the 
generosity of hundreds of volunteers and a matching grant 
from the Fred Meyer Fund; this translates to 31,600 books 
for kids across Oregon next year!

 
 
South Central Volunteer of the Year
We are thrilled to introduce you to South Central’s Volunteer 
of the Year, Hayden Dentinger. Hayden has actively 
supported SMART in a variety of ways, from serving as a 
volunteer Site Coordinator 
at Roosevelt Elementary to 
acting as co-president of the 
local Youth Advisory Board, 
to taking part in our local 
SMART Leadership Council. 
Thank you, Hayden!

It’s been another great year of reading together.  
Thank you all for partnering with us to bring the love  
of books to children in our communities.
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Contact us! 

541-273-2424 
getSMARToregon.org

Shopping SMART

Fred Meyer 
Link your Fred Meyer Rewards Card to SMART! 
Go to the Fred Meyer website and search for us by 
name or 91652. Fred Meyer will make a donation 
to SMART every time you shop and use your card. 

Amazon Smile 
Shop at smile.amazon.com 
and select SMART (listed 
as Oregon Children’s 
Foundation) as your charity 
of choice. We’ll receive 
0.5% of your purchase price 
on eligible products. 

Powell’s 
Thanks to a new partnership with Powell’s Books, 
SMART fans can purchase books for our program 
and have them shipped directly to SMART. 

Visit www.bit.ly/PowellsBookshelf to view a rich 
and diverse collection of children’s books we welcome 
in SMART. 

Thank You, 
Book Giveaway 
Day Sponsors
Every school year, SMART 
hosts 14 Book Giveaway 
Days so that historically 
underserved children can 
experience book ownership 
and build their personal 
libraries. This year, 
two families sponsored 
statewide Book Giveaway 
Days, underwriting the cost 

of over 10,800 books for children participating in SMART. 
Our sincere thanks to Glenn Dahl and Linda Illig, and Mary 
and Tim Boyle for their generous support!

By sponsoring a Book Giveaway Day, you provide 
high-interest, age-appropriate, and culturally relevant 
softbound books for Oregon children to choose, write 
their names in, and call their own. For more information 
about sponsorships, please reach out to Sharon Benson 
at sbenson@getsmartoregon.org or 971-634-1620.

101 SW Market St.
Portland, OR 97201



Leaders for Readers Raises Funds  
for Local Programs
More than 200 local leaders packed the house in 
Klamath Falls this May for Leaders for Readers, an event 
supporting local SMART programs. Sky Lakes Medical 
Center CEO Paul Stewart welcomed guests with a 
powerful reminder of the importance of literacy in fostering 
a healthy community. He was followed by compelling 
remarks from Police Chief Dave Henslee and Henley High 
School coach and educator, Alex Stork. Chief Henslee 
then made SMART history by pulling out five $100 bills 
and encouraging the audience to match him. In 60 short 
seconds, SMART raised $6,000 to fund books and 
volunteer background checks for our local programs!

Local Student Leaders Make a 
Difference for Kids in SMART
Each week, 41 students from Mazama High School 
started their day as volunteer Readers at Stearns 
Elementary. Kindergartners and first-graders loved 
sharing books and plenty of laughs with their high 
school volunteers; over the course of the year, Mazama 
students donated 540 hours of volunteer time and helped 
us give away more than 1,170 books for kids to keep!

SMART Readers
We love our SMART Readers! Thank you to the more 
than 300 volunteer Readers in the South Central Area  
for giving one hour of their time each week to sit down 
with children and have fun with books while building 
critical literacy skills!

 

Thank You, SMARTies!

Site Coordinators
SMART Site Coordinators supervise reading sessions, work 
behind the scenes to ensure their programs run smoothly 
and act as liaisons for SMART in their school communities. 
Thank you to our 19 incredible Site Coordinators who inspire 
us every day with their dedication and hard work.

SMART South Central Leadership Council 
The SMART Leadership Council advocates for SMART in 
their companies and communities. Thank you to this fantastic 
group for supporting our vision of an Oregon where every 
child can read and is empowered to succeed!

Corporate and Foundation Sponsors
Many businesses, foundations, and individuals provide 
the funding and volunteer support that allow local SMART 
programs to thrive. Special thanks to these local businesses 
and partners for helping SMART bring a love of reading to 
children in the Klamath Basin:

Anna Fowler
Beau Stork
Bernie Wood
Bettina Denny
Cynthia Ulrey
Darlene Long
Donna Ridenour

Hayley Knight
John Rademacher
Keegan Dentinger
Marilyn Martins
Marina Conaughty
Martha McCambridge
Maximillian Balakas

Mike Bandfield
Pat Phillips
Rachel Stephens
Suzanne Cornell
Vikki O’Brien

Alex Stork
Andrew Stork
Beau Stork
Benji Henslee
Bernie Wood
Cec Amuchastegui
Chelsea Henslee
Crystal Muno

David Stork
Erin Cox
Heidi Gaither
Jordan Wendt
Karen Rowan
Karen Strickland
Karri Mirande
Kim Sguera

Lynne Wilkins
Michael Cordonnier
Mike Drouin
Ray Holliday
Shannon Halda
Todd Wilkins
Valli Lonner 


